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38 Has difficulty com

prehending what he/she reads

1. Make certain the student's hearing has recently

~+ been checked.

‘2, Make certain the student is reading material on
his/her level, If not, modify or adjust readin g maie-
rial to the student's ability level. -

3. Reinforee the student for demonstrating corn-

prehension of reading material: (a) give the student
a tangible reward (e.g., classroom privileges, line
leading, passing out materials, five minutes free
time, etc.) or (b) give the student an intangible re-
ward (e.g., praise, handshake, smile, etc,).

4. Reduce distracting stimuli in order to increase
the student's ability to concentrate on what he/she is
reading (e.g., place the student on the front row,
provide a carrel or “office” Space away from dis-
tractions, etc.). This should be used as a means of
reducing distracting stimuli and not as a forin of
punishment.

5. Teachthe student to use context clues to iden-
tify the meanings of words and phrases not known.

6. Prerecord the student's reading material and
have him/her listen to the recording while simul-
taneously reading the material,

7. Have the student read ahead on a subject to be
discussed in class so that he/she is familiar with
new vocabulary and concepts that will be used dyr-
ing instructional periods.

8. Outline reading material for the student using
words and phrases on his/her ability level.

9. Arrange for a peer who demonstrates good
comprehension skills to read with the student and
help him/her with the meanings of words not under-

stood.

10. Maintain mobility in the classroom in order to
frequently be near the student to provide reading
assistance. :

11. Teach the student to draw from personal learn-
ing experiences to enhance comprehension of read-
ing material. Provide a variety of learning experi-
ences at school in order to expand the student's
background of knowledge.

L

12, Have the student verbally paraphrase material
justread in order to assess his/her comprehension.

13. Teach the student to identify main points in
material in order to enhance his/her comprehen-
sion,

14. Underline or highlight important points be-
fore the student reads the material silently.

15. Have the student outline, underline, or high-
light important points in reading material,

16. Have the student take notes 'wh‘ile_ reading in
order to increase comprehension,

17. Provide the student with written direction-fol-
lowing activities that target concrete experiences
(e.g., following a recipe, following directions to put
amodel together, etc.) in order to énhance compre-
hension. | -

18. Provide the student with Writt’e‘n,one-, two-,
and three-step direction-f'ollowing activities (e.g.,
sharpen your pencil, open your text to page. 121,
etc.). o

19. Have the student read progressively longer
segments of reading material in order tobuild com-
prehension skills (e.g., begin with a single para-
graphand progress to several paragraphs, chapters,
short stories, etc;), -

20. Have the student read high-interest signs, ad-
vertisements, notices, etc., from hewspapers, maga-
zines, movie promotions, etc., placing an emphasis
on comprehension skils.

21. Reduce the emphasis on competition. Com-
petitive activities may make it difficult for the sty-
dent to comprehend what he/she reads.

22. Useasight word vocabulary approach in order
to teach the student key words and phrases when
reading directions and instructions (e.g., key words
such as circle, underline, match, etc,),

23. Have the student list new or difficult words in
Categories such as people, Jood, animals, things that
are hot, etc. '

|
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24, Have the student maintain a vocabulary note-
book with definitions of words whose meanmgs are
not known, >

25. When the student encounters a new word or
one whose meaning is not understood, have the

* student practice making up sentences in which the
word can be used in the correct context.

26. Make certain the student learns dictionary
skills in order to find the meanmgs of words inde-
pendently.

27. Have the student identify words he/she does
not comprehend. Finding the definitions of these
words can then become the dictionary assignment.

28. Have the student identify one word each day
that is not understood and require him/her to use
that word throughout the day in various situations.

29. Have the student match vocabulary words with
pictures representing the words.

3. Introduce new words and their meanings to the
student before reading new material.

31. Make certain the student learns the meanings
of all commonly used prefixes and suffixes.

32. Write notes and letters to the student to pro-
vide reading material which he/she will want to
read for comprehension. Students may be encour-
aged to write notes and letters to classmates. at a
time set aside each day, once a week, etc.

33. Give the student time to read a selection more
than once, emphasizing accuracy not speed.

34, Have the student supply missing words in sen-
tences provided by classmates and/or the teacher in
order to enhance comprehension skills.

35. Cut out pictures from magazines and newspa-
pers and have the student match captions to them.
This activity could be varied by having one student
write the caption while another student determines
if it is appropriate.

36. Have the studentread a short paragraph which
contains one or more errors which make compre-
hension difficult. Seeifthe student recognizes the
errors. If not, encourage the student to stop fre-
quently while reading to ask himself/herself, “Does
this make sense?”

37. Determine whether or not the student can
make inferences, make predlctlons determine
cause-effect, etc., in everyday experiences. Teach
these skills in contexts that are meaningful to the
student in order to enhance the ability to employ
these concepts when reading.

38. Have the student read a story. Provide state-
ments reflecting the main points '6f the story out of
sequence.. Have the student arrange the statements
in the correct order to demonstrate comprehension.

39. Have the student prepare “test” questions
based on information that has been read in order to
enhance the ability to focus on key elements of the
reading material.

r

40. Frequently give asmgnments on tOplCS which
are of interest to the student in order to reinforce the
cotrelation between writing and reading ability.

41, Reduce the amount of material the student
reads at one time (e.g., reduce reading material to
single sentences on a page, a single paragraph, etc. ).
Gradually increase the amount of material as the
student experiences success.

42. Avoid subjecting the student to uncomfortable
reading situations (¢.g., reading aloud in a group,
reading with time limits, etc.).

43. Stop the student at various points throughout
a reading selection to check for comprehension.

44. Reduce the amount of information on a page if
it is causing visual distractions for the student (e.g.,
less print toread, fewer pictures, etc.).

45. nghhght or underline important mformatmn
the student should pay close attention to when read-
ing.

46. Make it pleasant and positive for the student to
ask questions about things not understood.
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