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Vocabulary 

The following pages are vocabulary lists from our textbook up to this point in time.  

Review these words with a friend/family member.  When you encounter verbs, be 

sure you know how to alter the action to make it so “I” or “we” are doing the act. 













Grammar Notes 

The following pages are from notes and presentations given in class.  The main 

concept we are studying right now is the distinction between the two past tenses, 

imperfect and preterit.  
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1

¡Buenos Días!

Concepto Nuevo : El Pretérito

1

El Pretérito (-ar)
So… what is this "pretérito" of which you speak?

The preterite (preterit) tense is a past tense that indicates 
individual, completed past events.  In English, preterite 
could be seen as indicated by an action ending in -ed.

Then… How do we tell if a verb is preterite in Spanish?

Let's look…

2

El Pretérito (-ar)
Terminaciónes -ar del 

pretérito:
Things to watch for:

•  Accents!

•  Don't confuse 1st and 
3rd person single (yo 
and él)

•  Notice similarities!

é amos

aste (asteis)

ó aron

3
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2

El Pretérito (-ar)
Preterite works the same way, then, as do the endings 

for the present tense.  You remove the infinitive 
ending (in this case -ar) and put another ending in its 
place.

Por ejemplo:

I studied. = _____________

We danced. = ______________

(Yo) Estudié.

(Nosotros) Bailamos.

4

El Pretérito (-ar)

Wait a minute, Backlin.  That last sentence is in the 
present tense!

(Nosotros) Bailamos.

5

6
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El Pretérito (-ar)
Preterite and Present tense -ar verbs share this 

ending…

How, then, are we to tell them apart?!

CONTEXT, DUDES… Check it:

Hablamos mucho con los amigos en clase ahora.

Ayer, nosotros hablamos en clase del pretérito.

Present

Past

7

El Pretérito (-ar)
A Ver Si Se Pueden…

1. You cried.

2. We watched.

3. I danced.

4. They worked.

5. She prepared.

6. They swam.

7. You sang.

8. I taught.

9. We spoke.

10. I took out.

(Tú) Lloraste.

(Nosotros) Miramos.

(Yo) Bailé.

(Ellos) Trabajaron.

Ella preparó.

(Ellos) Nadaron.

(Tú) Cantaste.

(Yo) Enseñé.

(Nosotros) Hablamos.

Yo saqué.

8

El Pretérito (-ar)
Two bits of trickiness are now apparent:

1.  The preterite (-ed ending) in English is often 
irregular - (What would a kindergartener say?)

2.  You will occasionally need to change the spelling 
of a word to preserve the sound of the stem.

9
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4

El Pretérito (-ar)
Changing the spelling…

You will only need to worry about this with verbs ending in       
-gar and -car.  And even then only the yo form.  "G" and "C" 
make two sounds in Spanish, and which one they make 
depends on the vowel that follows.  Examples:

Taco  vs.  Cero Marcar  vs.  Cielo

Garganta  vs.  Gimnasio Paraguas  vs.  Geraldo

10

El Pretérito (-ar)
So what Backlin?

Okay, so we have the verb sacar meaning "to take out."  In the stem of the 
verb "sac," the 'c' has a hard sound.  But, when we put the yo ending on 
it for the pretérito (é), would you still pronounce the 'c' with a hard 
sound? (Would I ask such a long-winded question if the answer was 
no?)

The stem of a verb is the part of the verb that carries the meaning. 
The ending is the part of the verb that tells who did the action and when

the action was done.

If you change the sound of the stem, you change the meaning! Add a 'u' 
to fix the problem…

sacé vs. saqué

11

El Pretérito (-ar)
Luckily, that won't be a problem we have to deal with a 

lot, so for now we'll just practice.  

1. Apagar (yo-pret.) 3.  Marcar (yo-pret.)

2. Entregar (yo-pret.) 4.  Masticar (yo-pret.)

Apagué

Entregué

Marqué

Mastiqué

12
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+

¡Buenos Días!

Concepto Nuevo : El Pretérito de verbos -er e -ir

1

+
El Pretérito (-er/-ir)

Terminaciónes -er/-ir del 
pretérito:

Things to watch for:

•  Accents! (still on o)

•  Don't confuse 1st and 3rd person 
single (yo and él)

•  Notice similarities!

•  Shared between -er and -ir

í imos

iste (isteis)

ió ieron

2

+
El Pretérito (-er/-ir)

Preterite for er/ir works the same way, then, as do the 
endings for ar verbs.  You remove the infinitive ending 
and put another ending in its place.

Por ejemplo:

I lived. = _____________

We ate. = ______________

(Yo) Viví

(Nosotros) Comimos.

3
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+
El Pretérito (-er/-ir)

Okay, Backlin, so that last sentence can be either 
present or past, too, right?

(Nosotros) Comimos.

4

+
El Pretérito (-er/-ir)

No, not really.  Preterite and Present tense -ir verbs 
share this ending, but comer is an -er verb…

(Comemos vs. Comimos)

How, then, are we to tell them apart?!

Once again- CONTEXT, DUDES… Check it:

Vivimos en Grinnell.

Vivimos hace cien años.

Present

Past
…and we are now apparently ghosts.

5

+
El Pretérito (-er/-ir)
A Ver Si Se Pueden…

1. You lived.

2. We sold.

3. I opened.

4. They attended.

5. She read. (English…ugh.)

6. They ate.

7. You drank.

8. I understood.

9. We wrote.

10. I feared.

(Tú) viviste.

(Nosotros) Vendimos.

(Yo) Abrí.

(Ellos) Asistieron.

Ella leyó.  (DUDE, WHAT?)

(Ellos) Comieron.

(Tú) Bebiste.

(Yo) Comprendí.

(Nosotros) Escribimos.

Yo temí.

6
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+
El Pretérito (-er/-ir)

One new bit of trickiness is now apparent:

1.  In stems ending in a vowel (leer, por ejemplo), when 
you use the 3rd Person Single, you end up with three 
vowels in a row.  If the middle is 'I' change to a 'y'.

[So] leió becomes leyó, and you may run into this in 
other circumstances.  Reason - to ease reading.  Too 
many vowels looks confusing.

7
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¡Buenas Tardes!  

Tema nuevo: El 
Imperfecto

(The "other" past tense)

Tomamos apuntes…

1

El Imperfecto - Terminaciones
Endings for -ar verbs: Endings for -er / -ir verbs:

aba ábamos

abas abais

aba aban

ía íamos

ías íais

ía ían

Nota: one -ar ending is accented, all -er/-ir are accented.

Do you notice anything else that is a bit odd?

2

Apuntes : Imperfecto
As you noticed, the 1st and 3rd Person singular forms 

share the same endings.  How then will we tell the 
difference between them?

Also - the -ar endings are way more entertaining to use 
than the -er/-ir endings.  I understand this, but not all 
verbs are -ar.  So, just like when using the preterite -
pay attention to the infinitive ending!

CONTEXT!!!!!!

3
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Apuntes : Imperfecto

Ser Ir Ver

Good News!  There are only three irregular verbs in the imperfect!
Here they are:

era éramos

eras erais

era eran

veía veíamos

veías veíais

veía veían

iba íbamos

ibas ibais

iba iban

4

Apuntes : Imperfecto
Very well, then.  What is the imperfect tense?

Behold… the "squiggle"

We're working with the past.

The Past The FutureNow.

(  Imp. ) • Pret

5

Apuntes : Imperfecto
To recap:

In the universe of the past,

- Preterite refers to single, completed actions in 
the past.

- Imperfect refers to ongoing, repeated actions 
or spans of time in the past.

6
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Apuntes : Imperfecto
When we use the imperfect, we'll tend to see four 

"key" words in English:

- Was
- Were
- Used to
- Would

Therefore, when you see a sentence like "I fell out of a tree," you see 
that it is a completed past event, and will use preterite.

If you see a sentence like "I used to fall out of trees a lot," you see that 
it is a repetitive action in the past, and that it is using a "key" word-
used to.  This sentence will use the imperfect.

Incidentally, you could say there is a 
key "word" for the preterite - an -ed
ending…  (e.g. "I talked," "we 
walked," etc…)   *Be mindful of 
irregular English past participles!!!*

7

Apuntes : Imperfecto
Consider the following, tell preterite or imperfect.

I ate dinner last night.

I used to eat a lot of burgers.

We sang in choir.

When I was young, I would sing a lot.

We were neighbors.

They lived next door.

Preterite

Imperfect

Preterite

Imperfect

Imperfect

Preterite

8

Apuntes : Imperfecto
All righty then…  Let's put them into the Spanish-o…

I ate dinner last night.  ("key" words?  Completed in past?)

I used to eat a lot of burgers.  ("key" words?  Completed in past?)

Yo comí la cena anoche.  [preterite]

Yo comía muchas hamburguesas.  [imperfect]

Good.  Let's try some other examples…

9
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4

Apuntes : Imperfecto

We sang in choir.

When I was young, I would sing a lot.

We were neighbors.

They lived facing the lake.

Cantamos en coro.  [preterite]

Cuando yo era jóven, cantaba mucho.  [imperfect]

Éramos vecinos.  [imperfect]

Vivieron frente al lago.  [preterite] 

10



Grammar Practice 

The following pages contain practice activities for the two past tenses.  Work 

through these and be prepared to turn them in when we return.  If circumstances 

change, answer keys will be made available so you can check your answers. 



Nombre: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Repaso – Pretérito 
 
 
 
1.  What is the pretérito, or “preterite” in English? 
 
 
 
 
2.  Give the endings for the pretérito below. 
 
   -ar     -er/-ir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Give the English equivalent:  
 
A.  hablaste  B.  comen  C.  comiste  D.  leimos 
 
 
E.  bailaron  F.  miré  G.  salí   H.  lees 
 
 
I.  comes  J.  bailan  K.  miraron  L.  trabajó 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Give the following in Spanish. 
 
A.  I eat  B.  you sang  C.  we dance  D.  you ate 
 
 
E.  he buys  F.  I danced  G.  they read  H.  Bob read 
 
 
I.  she sings  J.  we dance  K.  I read  L.  they watch 
 
 
 
 



5.  Give the following sentences: 
 
1. We went to the kitchen and cooked. 
 
 
2. You talked to Bob and Bob went home. 
 
 
3. They spoke with the teachers. 
 
 
4. I went to the store and bought bacon. 
 
 
5. The students gave the sunglasses to Joe. 
 
 
6. We were on the bus when you missed it. 
 
 
7. Elena and Sara went to French class. 



Nombre: __________________________________________________ 
 
Repaso – Pretérito 
 
 
1.  I went    2.  You ate    3.  We gave 
 
 
 
 
4.  He was (estar)   5.  I started    6.  I put (past) 
 
 
 
 
7.  I wanted    8.  They had    9.  I had 
 
 
 
 
10.  You were (ser)   11. You went    12.  I could 
 
 
 
 
13.  we made    14.  We were (estar)   15.  I did 
 
 
 
 
16.  We were sick two years ago. 
 
 
 
17.  They had a test two days ago. 
 
 
 
18.  We could do this yesterday. 
 
 
 
19.  Bob set the table. 
 
 
 
20.  They began the test. 





Nombre: ____________________________________________________ 
 
El Pretérito y el Imperfecto 
 
 
1.  Primero, ¿Qué son las terminaciones regulares de ambos tiempos? 
 

Imperfecto       Pretérito 
 

-ar    -er/ir      -ar  -er/-ir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  En tus propias palabras, ¿Qué diferencia  básica hay entre el pretérito y el imperfecto? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Cuando usamos el pretérito, ¿Qué terminación buscamos que nos dice “pretérito”? 
 
 
 
4.  ¿Cuáles cuatro palabras o frases inglesas nos indican el imperfecto en español? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  ¿Cuál tiempo tiene menos verbos irregulares – el pretérito o el imperfecto? 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  ¿Cuáles son los verbos irregulares del imperfecto? 
 
 
 
 



7.  Da cuatro verbos irregulares del pretérito, su significado, y su forma “yo.”  (Ir y Ser 
sólamente cuentan para uno.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Traduce las frases siguientes: 
 

a. I used to work in the school 

 b. We ate at home. 

 c. He was eating when she called. 

 d. They were singing while he was dancing. 

 e. You used to walk in the park. 

 f. I worked yesterday. 

 g. The car was moving when I arrived. 

 h. Bob sang and danced. 

 i. They ate while I was leaving. 

 j. You danced and Marcos sang. 

 k. I used to hate to write sentences. 



Reading 

The following pages contain brief reading exercises and questions.  Read the 

stories to get the “gist” of the text (you don’t need to understand 100%) and then 

answer the questions that follow. 





Vocabulario Éxtra 
10. Yo no comprendo 
 
francés – french(man) 

acabar de – to have just ... 

suyo – his/hers 

billete – ticket 

pasar – to spend (time) 

avenida – avenue 

edificio – building 

iglesia – church 

preguntar – to ask (a question) 

comprender – to understand 

pensar(ie) – to think 

encontrarse – to find one’s self 

calle – street 

suelo – ground/floor 

cara – face 

cubrir – to cover 

ponerse – to become (a certain way) 

acercarse – to draw near 

amargo – bitter 

acostubrar – to be accustomed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preguntas Adicionales: 

 

1.  ¿Por qué no entendieron las 

personas al francés? 

 

2.  ¿Quién es “Yono Comprendo?” 

 

 

 

 

3.  En tus propias palabras, compon 

(compose) un fin alternativo - ¿Qué 

pasó después? 



	

De:		Pfeifer,	R.	(1975).	Cuentos	Simpáticos.	Skokie,	IL:	NTC	

II.		Give	a	brief	(3-4	sentence)	summary	in	Spanish	of	
what	took	place	in	the	story.	
	
	
III.		Change	the	final	line	of	the	story	to	make	it	a	tragedy.	



Writing 

The following page is a list of writing prompts that you should be able to respond 

to without much help at this point in your Spanish learning.  Select a few and give 

them a try.  You can write directly on the page or on a separate sheet.  Your writing 

doesn’t need to be extensive - just answer the questions or explain your position 

using the words you have available to you in your head. 

Remember - if you don’t know how to say something, try saying it in a different way 

before you run off and look things up (which is also fine if needed). 



1.  ¿Qué es tu comida favorita?  ¿Por qué? 

2.  La cosa más importante a mí es… 

3.  ¿Qué es tu clase favorita? ¿Por qué? 

4.  Cuando tengo tiempo libre, yo prefiero… 

5.  ¿Qué hiciste anoche?  ¿Con quiénes estabas? 

6.  Cuando yo tenía diez años, me gustaba… 

7.  ¿Qué es tu libro favorito?  ¿Por qué?



Speaking and 
Listening 

Suggestions 

It is unfortunately very difficult to practice speaking and listening at a distance 

without someone to speak to directly or without electronic media.  For this 

component, try to find a time to speak with a class friend on the telephone or with 

a family member that can speak some Spanish.  If you have access to television, 

see what programs you have available in Spanish and take some time to watch 

and listen.


